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gather up the embers and, as he did so, the door came into
view. A young moon was near setting and, silhouetted
against it, the man saw a leopard carrying his friend
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‘... The room was in darkness
- and the owner of it had just
. passed the hookah to his friend
when it fell to the ground,
scattering a shower of burning
charcoal and tobacco. Telling

his friend to be more careful or

& Fa0a6

he would set the blanket on

which they were sitting on fire, the man bent forward to
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“In my India, the India I know, there are four hundred

million people, ninety per cent of whom are simple,
honest, brave, loyal, hard working souls whose daily
prayer to God... among whom I have lived and whom I
love, that I shall endeavour to tell in the pages of this
book, which I dedicated to my friends, the poor of India.”
(My India)
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first-time in the history of the world a young girl climbed

into a tree one day a princess, and after having what she
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described as her most thrilling experience she climbed
down from the tree the next day a Queen—God bless
her...”” (Tree Tops)
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... T am thankful that my men and I served India at a
time when the interest of one was the interest of all, and
when Hindu, Mohammedan, Depressed class, and
Christian could live, work, and play together in perfect
harmony. As could be done today if agitators were
eliminated, for the poor of India have no enmity against
each other.”

(Life of Mokamaghat)
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Reminiscences of Kolkata Airport’s

Hundred Year Journey
Manash Kumar Das*

There may be an old history of the Runway of ‘Calcutta
Airport’, that was built upon covering up once flowing
‘Labonyabati river’, colloquially known as ‘Noal River’,
in the eastern side of the landing ‘air strip’, dated back in
1920s, and the first landing on the small air strip was in
1920s, which was later used as “Taxi way’’. KLM flight
from Amsterdum to Jakarta
hopped over Kolkata in 1924 as
well as Royal British Airforce
plane landed. From 1930 all
weather runway was built. Old
history also might reveal that,
then ruler British Government
opted for parallel Runway, in g8
1942/43, instead of Runways

crossing each other, with the fear

E=

of bombardment threat by the Japanese Bombers during
the Second World War, which would give them the
opportunity to use the alternate Runway, if the other one
was destroyed. And the Airport played an important role
during the Second World War, and Bengal flying club at
Dum Dum aerodrome was opened in 1929, and ‘Air
Orient’ began schedule stop here with Imperial Airways
in 1933. But my connection with this heritage like
awesome Greenland aerodrome in my place of birth,
‘Tilottama’ ‘Kallolini” Kolkata in West Bengal, was from
way back in the beginning of 1960, as a school student,
when shifted from Shyambazar to Dum Dum residence,
very close to the then Calcutta Aerodrome.

In my memoir, it was the periphery, or the entire areas
of the aerodrome, which were covered with the greenery,
vacant spaces with carpet like grasslands, few ponds and
a big ‘Jheel’ (Lake) & football ground, with numerous
trees. There were high clay tile roofed barrack type
residential quarters for the employees, in rows, named as
old quarters, with brick laid small narrow walkway type
approach pathways in front, from which the green grasses

would peep through its joints. Two circular islands with

NSC Bose Airport

gardening inside, named as ‘Ist circle’ and ‘2nd circle’, in
the midst of the main airport approach road from Airport
gate no.2, by passing the tile roofed single story Airport
School Barracks in row, at lower than road level, in one
side. And the ‘EA’ NDB beacon flashing its Morse coded
green light signals (Echo Alfa), installed above the tall
cemented pillar like installation,
¢ inside the children park, adjacent
{ to the 2nd circle’ and the ‘D’
t type residential Airport Quarters,

nd very close to the demarcated
Bungalow of the then Aerodrome
i Officer in-charge of the Calcutta
. Aerodrome, Mr. Binoy Hazra,
- - Senior Aerodrome Officer, in the
Civil
Department. The Sophisticated & then a status symbol
‘Airport Club’, located on the northern bank of the huge
Airport Jheel, and the big green grassy football ground on

era of the Aviation

the west bank of the jheel, which existed exactly on the
location where the existing new Airport Terminal is built.
The Airport Club and the ‘Jheel’ situated a furlong away
from the white painted single story terminal building,
with adjacent together the double storied ATC technical
building, and the Control Tower above, with the
Aerodrome rotating beacon affixed on the top of the
Control Tower, situated by the side of the ‘Tata Hanger’,
and in between, the wide paved ground space, being used
as visitor’s gallery, with round shaped silver coloured iron
pipe railing, barricading the boundary of the Tarmac/
Parking Bays. Almost every evening, when we visited
that visiting gallery space on the ground of the aerodrome,
adjacent to the Tarmac, to watch the several International
Air carriers, viz. Pan-Am, Alitalia, B.O.A.C., Qantas
Airways, TWA, Swiss Air, Aeroflot, SAS, JAL, like any
one you name & it was there, on the Tarmac, mostly
operated with the B707 and few with DC-8 type aircraft,

decorated the open space between the Runway and

g7 Tl Bz, SICEIRE 03¢ © 4



Terminal building. But before these spectacular glamorous
era’s glimpses over the Tarmac of Calcutta/Dum Dum
Airport, it was the era of silver bird Dakotas, DC-3 of
Indian Airlines Corporation (IAC) and the Super
Constellation L-1049C operated by the Air India, used to
rule the vast skies above. Those two types on the Tarmac
looked brilliant, in those eras of beginning sixties. Then
suddenly on one day, the jet era’s maiden version de-
Havilland Comet of BOAC landed here, which I also saw
on the Aerodrome Tarmac, probably in 1962. Indian
Airlines operated night airmail services from Kolkata to
Nagpur with its DC-3, and then with Fokker Friendship
FK-27 and Avro HS-748 type aircraft, in the beginning &
mid-seventies. A couple of years later we heard the shrill
sound in the air, of jet aircraft, in one morning, and in the
evening, when visiting the aerodrome viewing gallery,
sighted the new Caravelle jet aircraft. S-210, of IAC, and
by that time the Air India, country’s international carrier,
started operating with the B-707 jet aircraft from Calcutta
Airport.

In between the two parallel Runways, there was co-
axial mounted radar antennas, ASR & PAR, one rotating
360 degrees and the other one up and down ward, with
vast green carpeted side stripe, with serpentine narrow
Jessore Road in the north, towards ‘Gouripur’, beyond the
boundary of the beginning of Runway 19L, and similar
narrow main road of Narayanpur/Rajarhat on the edge of
the Aerodrome boundary, towards Runway O01R, with
Jam Air Hanger on the left of the terminal building and
one Hanger of the Air India & IAC on the southern side
of the operational areas, looked awesome. Air Traffic
Controllers/Radar controllers sitting in a dark room, on
the ground floor of the ATC building, handled the arriving
& departing traffic of the aerodrome on ASR (Aerodrome
Surveillance Radar), and the landing aircraft on the PAR
(Precision Approach Radar), with upper airspace
controlling units, Area Control Centre (ACC), in the next
wide room and the similar room next to ACC, for the

Flight Information Centre (FIC) controlled air traffic
within its jurisdictions. These Air Traffic Control units
were operational from here till mid-seventies, when the
new nine storied tall new ATC/Technical building was
built, closer to the Jessore road side, where in the Control
Tower and the ATS Reporting office shifted first, and
ACC and Radar units, along with the Communication HF
Radio and Technical maintenance units later on, during
1975/76, with two sectors in ACC, ACC East an ACC
West, to facilitate the smooth handling of incresed number
of Overflying international air traffic movements in
Kolkata Flight Information Region airspaces.

By this time Indian Airlines replaced its Caravelle
with B737, and Air India acquired the Emperor of the sky
‘Jumbo Jet’ the B747. The first International Airline to
operate its 747 in Kolkata was British Airways, the former
BOAC. In those era, UBA (Union of Burma Airways)
operated with its B727 type tri Jet aircraft. There were
few ups and down during the period between seventies
and eighties. With fewer Airlines operating in mid-
seventies, then with introduction of Jet Airways, Air
Sahara, East West Airline and Damania Airways, the
Queen of Eastern Indian Airports became livelier. The
newly built International Terminal adjacent to the tall
ATC technical building also became operational. This
outstanding centenary aerodrome had also witnessed its
sorrowful days, one with the air crash of Pan-Am B707
aircraft (Clipper) in 1968, hitting a tree in poor visibility
with torrential rain condition, approx. 4000 feet away
from the beginning of the Runway OlR. Thereafter,
slowly, shifting of the many international Airliners from
Calcutta Airport took place, one by one, to other Airports
in India, due political unrest situation, in the beginning in
1971. Nevertheless, though a centurion by age, the
Kolkata Airport would ever remain as ‘Cute’ and young
always to me. Its name was changed as Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose International Airport since 1975.

*Former Air Traffic Controller, Aerodrome Officer,
Kolkata Airport
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A Concept Paper on ‘Break The Nexus of Rampant Corruption

and Crime.’
[On the auspicous day of Netajee’s Birthday on 23.01.2025 this was submitted to the convention organised by the

Doctors for Democracy]

Preamble: ECONOMY is a pivotal force of a state
and its society. When the state and its society and their
economy have been languishing in poverty, dearth,
disparity, mal-distribution, melt down, slump, slackening,
depression etc.; when demand surpasses supply and at the
time of crises like war, endemic, political unrest and
anarchy, communal and ethnic clashes, major partition
and displacement, ethnic cleansing, overcrowding, natural
and man made disasters, pandemic, ill governance et al,
CORRUPTIONS INCREASE. AND CORRUPTION
ALWAYS INVITES CRIMES, ITS NATURAL ALLY.
It happens in INDIA and it's constituent province WEST
BENGAL by transferring its inbuilt corruptions and
crimes from the Imperialist British Rulers to its successors,
the big crony capitalist industrialists, businessmen,

brokers, upper caste land lords, bureaucrats and their
political representatives from INC to BJP to Regional
Ruling Political Parties and Forces through the 77 years
after transfer of power, from Nehru's 'Independence’ up
to Modi's 'Amritkal . HEALTH is a crucial component of
a society and state and naturally the all pervading
corruptions and crimes have grabbed it.

Present Situation: Though the Indian state is
spending around meager 1.8% of its GDP in health
budget but including private health business it is around
6% of GDP. Out of the government budget most of the
exchequer was lost by unnecessary cut-money centric
construction and by procurement of cut-money centric
medicines, consumables and

spurious equipments,

logistics. Out of private expenditure most are wasted on
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inflated bills and over treatment, shares of brokers,
insurance companies, health businessmen and doctor
sharks resulting highest out of pocket expenditure and
pauperization from treatment among the world
population. And the whole system and mechanism, the
governments and the administrations, the community and
the individuals, the course curriculum training grooming
and practice are running behind them. In the Nehruvian
Socialist Mixed Economy the monster was nascent, it
woke up in Indira regime. It flies freely at the time of
Narashimha - Manmohan liberalization and sways at the
time of Modi-Mamta. The transformation of Government
Based Free Health System for All after the massive
privatization, commercialization and corporatization
became Private Based Costly Treatment Business for
Few vis a vis rampant corruptions and crimes spread.
Dr. Amal Sardar, Dr. Tilottoma and others are victims
of this nefarious corrupted health system.

Now where and how to break the chain ?

(1) The Health System should be revoked and
reorganised into the Government Controlled Expert
Managed Free Health System for All and just spending
0.5% more GDP with judicious utilizations Universal
Health Coverage can be implemented emphasizing
Basic and Primary Health.

(2) For all constructions and procurement the
existing dishonest politicians health mafias— government
agencies - contractors nexus are to be demolished and
transparent, digital, nation / state wise, judicious processes
are to be introduced with people's surveillance (actually
who gives the money) and monitoring by the experts.

(3) From entrance to final all examinations should

be free and fair.

(4) Government Health and Medical Education
Services must be strictly non - practicing including
private tutoring.

(5) There should be scientific, judicious and
rational Transfer and Promotion Policies and no one
will be allowed to stay in a post and place more than three
years.

(6) Removing all adhocism and nepotism all
engagement processes will be through PSC with
regular basis and adequate replenishment of vacant
posts.

(7) Adequate facilities and remunerations are to
be provided for all categories of health personnel.

(8) Dumping the partisan corrupted ‘Rogi Kalyan
Samity’ models of Left Front and Trinamul Congress the
RKSs from the Sub-centres to the Apex Hospitals and
Medical Colleges will be reconstituted comprising
representation of all categories of health personnel of
that institute/unit and local community by democratic
election.

(9) The entire courses and curriculum from
doctors to health workers should be reorganized as
scientific, proper and as per our community need, not
for big pharmas and corporate profit. From doctor to
health workers they are to be deployed rotationally in the
villages and among the community in their courses.

(10) Scientific and indigenous researches are to be
encouraged and strengthened along with revamping of
STM, IPGMER, IDBGH, Pasteur Institute, IHFW, IPH,
Medical Colleges etc.
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