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LEGAL RECOGNITION OF PASSIVE EUTHANASIA - A CATECHISM
Tapas K. Bhattacharyya

Back-ground

On 7 March 2011 the Supreme Court of India
legalized passive euthanasia by means of the withdrawal
of life support to patients in a permanent vegetative
state. Patients must consent through a living will, and

must be either terminally ill or in a vegetative state.
liberty, dignity, autonomy, and
| 38
Q ~ " places the power of choice in the
The decision was made as part of the verdict in a case

' ‘ > l ‘ The judgment remarked that
/ﬂ-l i ) the Constitution of India values
A F \ 4 W) privacy.

It’s a landmark law which
hands of the individual, over government, medical or
religious control which sees all sufferings “destiny”.
involving Aruna Shanbaug, who had been in a Persistent
Vegetative State (PVS) until her death in 2015.

Euthanasia (from Greek: “good death”: eu; “well” or
“good” - thanatos; “death”) is the practice of intentionally
ending a life to relieve pain and suffering. “the painless
killing of a patient suffering from an incurable and painful
disease or in an irreversible coma”. (OED)

Aruna Shanbaug was a nurse working at the KEM
Hospital, Mumbai. On 27 November 1973 she was
strangled and sodomized by Sohanlal Walmiki, a
sweeper. She was strangled with a chain, and the
deprivation of oxygen has left her in a vegetative state
ever since. She has been treated at KEM since the
incident and is kept alive by feeding tube. On behalf of
Aruna, her friend Pinki Virani, a social activist, filed
a petition in the Supreme Court under the
Constitutional provision of “Next Friend” arguing that
the “continued existence of Aruna is in violation of
her right to live in dignity”.
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The Supreme court issued a set of broad guidelines
legalizing passive euthanasia in India. However, in the
meantime she died from pneumonia in 2015.

The Supreme Court specified two irreversible
conditions to permit Passive Euthanasia Law in its
2011 Law: (I) The brain-dead for whom the ventilator
can be switched off (IT) Those in a Persistent Vegetative
State (PVS) for whom the feed can be tapered out and
pain-managing palliatives be added, according to laid-
down international specifications.

Aruna Shanbang

The same judgment-law also asked for the scrapping
of 309, the code which penalizes those who survive
suicide-attempts.

In 2014, Supreme Court of India has referred the
issue to a constitution bench, tasked with deciding
whether Article 21 (No person shall be deprived of his
life or personal liberty except according to procedure
established by law) of the Constitution includes in its
ambit the right to die with dignity by means of
executing a living wills/advance directives.

With this a divisive public controversy over the
moral, ethical, and legal issues of euthanasia ensued in
the country.

National discourse on euthanasia

It started in India in 2011, when the Supreme Court
legalized passive euthanasia (ibid).

In the Aruna Shanbaug case (ibid), which generated
a lot of debate, we have to bear in mind that Shanbaug
was not in a position to take any decisions herself as
she was in a vegetative state since 1973.

In 1997 CA Thomas Master, a Kerala teacher,
appealed before Indian courts seeking permission for
active euthanasia. Top reasons for seeking euthanasia
were a loss of dignity, and a fear of burdening others
and not pain. A good population (47%) supported
doctor-assisted suicide (USA; 2013).

To terminate life, even one’s own life, were it to be
done without the authority of law, would amount to an
unlawful act. In fact, an attempt to commit suicide is a

crime under the IPC. The debate now is whether the
fundamental right to life extends to the right to choice.

The fear of falling terminally ill and of not being
able to “contribute to society” has pushed the Lavate
couple (86 and 79) to write to the President to seek
permission for “doctor-assisted death”. Both the
petitioners are in reasonably good health, not afflicted
by any serious ailment as on the date of this petition.
Even the courts have ruled that life support can be
withdrawn only when the chances of return to life are
negligible. Active euthanasia is not permitted in India
and so the Lavates’ request is unlikely to be heeded as
India is not comfortable with the idea.

But their letter to the President has opened up a new
debate in this area. So far, the debate has been confined
only to people who are terminally ill.

The 2011 judgment helped to push the debate to
permitting passive euthanasia for terminally ill patients
under the strict supervision of the High Court, in
consultation with a team of doctors treating the
terminally ill patient.

In the case of terminally ill patients who are provided
with expensive health care, whose families know that
the patients are unlikely to return to normalcy and given
the economic burden on the family and on society to
treat these patients, euthanasia could be debated.

But euthanasia for those who are mentally alert,
though physically disabled, is “a big no”. Euthanasia
in that form cannot be allowed or legalized because the
probability of its misuse is very high.

This issue of euthanasia is a by-product of 20th
century medical success. People who formerly would
have died are now kept alive by advanced medical
treatments. Along with this prolonged life have come
difficult ethical decisions, and a lot of slogans like “the
right to die,” “the choice not to suffer,” “death with
dignity.” As of today, euthanasia is the most active
area of research in contemporary bioethics.

The time-honored Hippocratic OQath upon which
our nation’s healing medical profession was founded,
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is slowly being discarded in favor of these slogans. A
part of that oath reads: *“/ will neither give a deadly
drug to anybody if asked for it, nor will I make a
suggestion to this effect.”

Moral Questions Surrounding Euthanasia

Euthanasia raises a number of agonizing moral
dilemmas :

There is doubt that this issue will affect many today.
What am I to do when faced with such a situation? I
must answer some difficult questions.

e “Am I preserving life, or prolonging death ?”

e “Am I taking a life, or allowing a natural death?”

e “Will the patient who dies be a victim of
euthanasia, or a victim of a fatal ailment?”

e “Am I providing the patient with natural means
of sustaining life (food, water, air), or artificial
means?”

e Is it ever right to end the life of a terminally ill
patient who is undergoing severe pain and
suffering?

e Is there a moral difference between killing
someone and letting them die?

e Should human beings have the right to decide on
issues of life and death?

e Even if it was morally right, it could be abused
and used as a cover for murder.

If you have to answer these difficult questions one
day regarding the care of a loved one, you must
remember your basic moral obligation: to prolong life,
not to prolong death.

Supreme Court directed that

A decision has to be taken to discontinue life support
either by the parents, spouse or other close relatives,
or in the absence of any of them, even by a person or
a body of persons acting as a next friend. It can be
taken also by the doctors attending the patient. However,
the decision should be taken bona fide in the best
interest of the patient.

Even if a decision is taken by the near relatives or
doctors or next friend to withdraw life support, such a
decision requires approval from the High Court
concerned.

When such an application is filled the Chief Justice
of the High Court should forthwith constitute a Bench
of at least two Judges who should decide to grant
approval or not. A committee of three reputed doctors
to be nominated by the Bench, who will give report
regarding the condition of the patient. Before giving
the verdict a notice regarding the report should be given
to the close relatives and the State. After hearing the
parties, the High Court can give its verdict.

b

B e

Withdrawal of Medical Life Support Bill states that
hospitals will be required to set up approval committees
for considering cases of Passive Euthanasia. Provisions
of the Bill

e It terms death from passive euthanasia a ‘Natural
Death’.

e The Bill states that all super-specialty
hospitals should have approval committees on
passive euthanasia. Any distortion of facts before
approval committees may lead to imprisonment
up to 10 years and a fine up to Rs 1 crore.

e The approval committees will decide on
applications of “Living will”’, a written document
that allows patients to explicitly state their desire
against life when recovery is not possible from a
terminal condition.

e It provides for soothing care for patients even if
they have opted for passive euthanasia.

e This redrafted bill does not encourage active
euthanasia and only supports passive euthanasia.

e It also has provisions for the protection of
competent patients, medical practitioners and care
givers who will not be considered guilty for the
act of passive euthanasia.

e It provides for consent of near relatives to apply
for withholding or withdrawing of medical
treatment of ‘incompetent’ terminally ill patients.

Active and passive euthanasia

Active euthanasia refers to taking a life (producing
death), where as “passive euthanasia” refers to allowing
a death to occur without intervening (permitting death).

Active euthanasia entails the use of lethal substances
or forces (such as administering a lethal injection),
and is the more controversial.

However it is legal, or de facto legal in only a
handful of countries (ex. Belgium, Canada, Switzerland)
and is limited to specific circumstances and the approval
of councilors and doctors or other specialists. Elsewhere
in the world active euthanasia is almost always illegal.
It is illegal in India.

The legal status of passive euthanasia, on the other
hand, including the withdrawal of nutrition or water,
varies across the nations of the world.
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What is Passive Euthanasia?

e Passive Euthanasia is an act of speeding up the
death of a terminally-ill patient by changing some form
of support and letting nature take its course. It involves
turning off respirators, halting medications,
discontinuing food and water so that patient gets an
easy death.

This is a morally unsatisfactory distinction, since
even though a person doesn’t ‘actively kill’ the patient,
they are aware that the result of their inaction will be
the death of the patient. Traditionally, passive euthanasia
is thought of as less bad than active euthanasia.

But some people think active euthanasia is morally
better. Some (mostly philosophers) go even further
and say that active euthanasia is morally better because
it can be quicker and cleaner, and it may be less painful
for the patient.

Doctors often felt it was morally better to withdraw
treatment from a patient and let the patient die than to
kill the patient (perhaps with a lethal injection).

DNR - Do Not Resuscitate

A DNR order on a patient’s file means that a doctor
is not required to resuscitate a patient if their heart
stops and is designed to prevent unnecessary suffering.

Although DNRs can be regarded as a form of passive
euthanasia, they are not controversial unless they are
abused, since they are intended to prevent patients
suffering pointlessly from the bad effects that
resuscitation can cause: broken ribs, other fractures,
ruptured spleen, brain damage.

Various guidelines say that DNR orders should only
be issued after discussion with patients or their family.

However, a number of seemingly healthy patients
discovered they had DNR orders written in their medical
notes without consultation with them or their relatives.

There are reasons to suspect that doctors have
stereotypes of who is not worth saving

Different Forms

Euthanasia may be classified, according to whether
a person gives informed consent: voluntary, non-
voluntary and involuntary.

Voluntary euthanasia occurs at the request of the
person who dies. This includes cases of - asking for
help with dying; refusing burdensome medical treatment;
asking for medical treatment to be stopped, or life
support machines to be switched off; refusing to eat, or
simply deciding to die.

Non-voluntary euthanasia is conducted when the
consent of the patient is unavailable. An appropriate
person takes the decision on their behalf, perhaps in
accordance with their living will, or previously expressed
wishes. This includes cases where :

the person is in a coma; too young (e.g., a very
young baby); senile; mentally retarded to a very severe
extent; severely brain damaged.

It (patient’s consent unavailable) is illegal in all
countries. Examples of Non-Voluntary euthanasia
include child euthanasia, which is illegal worldwide but
de-criminalized under certain specific circumstances in
the Netherlands under the Groningen Protocol.

Involuntary euthanasia is conducted against the will
of the patient. It (without asking consent or against the
patient’s will) is also illegal in all countries and is usually
considered murder. The person wants to live but is killed
anyway. The morality of individual cases be given its
due consideration.

Indirect euthanasia

This means providing treatment (usually to reduce
pain) that has the side effect of speeding the patient’s
death. Since the primary intention is not to kill, this is
seen by some people (but not all) as morally acceptable.
A justification along these lines is formally called the
doctrine of double effect.

The doctrine of double effect

The principle is used to justify the case where a
doctor gives drugs to a patient to relieve distressing
symptoms even though he knows doing this may shorten
the patient’s life.

This is because the doctor is not aiming directly at
killing the patient - the bad result of the patient’s death
is a side-effect of the good result of reducing the patient’s
pain. However the action must be proportional to the
cause; be appropriate and the patient must be in a
terminal condition.

Living wills

A living will is a document that sets out a patient’s
wishes regarding health care and how they want to be
treated if they become seriously ill and unable to make
or communicate their own choices. Such a document
may be helpful to relatives and to medical professionals
in the case of a seriously ill and incapacitated patient.

They respect the patient’s human rights, and in
particular their right to reject medical treatment.

However, to make the use of a living will sensible
we have to assume that the wishes of the person would
be the same when they become incompetent as when
they make the will.

When to make one

It may be more effective for living wills to be
compiled in the early stages of a disease or disability,
as this will allow doctors to give realistic guidance about
possible future situations.

Contents of a living will

Such a document would offer a set of particular
medical scenarios that usually covers up the issues of
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Vegetative state, Coma, Brain damage, terminal, or not
terminal, and others.

It would allow the patient to specify the goals of
their medical care in each scenario.

It would also allow the patient to say what their
wishes are in respect of specific medical interventions
in the case of each of the scenarios above.

An alternative to the living will is the Medical Power
of Attorney which is available in some places.

Euthanasia laws vary from country to country -

Some governments around the world have legalized
voluntary euthanasia but most commonly it is still
considered to be criminal homicide.

“A ‘mercy killing’ or euthanasia is generally
considered to be “a criminal homicide” (West’s
Encyclopedia of American Law) and is normally used
as a synonym of homicide committed at a request made
by the patient. However, not all homicide is unlawful.

In the Netherlands and Belgium, where euthanasia
has been legalized, it still remains homicide although
it is not prosecuted and not punishable if the
perpetrator (the doctor) meets certain legal conditions.
The Dutch law, however, does not use the term
‘euthanasia’ but includes it under the broader definition
of “assisted suicide and termination of life on request”.

It is believed that this country is traveling down the
slippery slope from abortion (killing the unborn) to
euthanasia (killing terminally ill). The first paved the
way for the latter when it gave up the sanctity of human
life.

“In 1990, 1,030 Dutch patients were killed without
their consent. And of 22,500 deaths due to withdrawal
of life support, 63% were denied medical treatment
without their consent. 12% were mentally competent
but were not consulted.”

In Chinese hospitals, active euthanasia is practiced
on neonates. '

American common law has not supported a patient's
right to die, but it is now divided over the issue of
euthanasia. Passive euthanasia is widely practiced in
this country and active euthanasia is gaining popularity.

Eighty percent of the US public said they wanted
the law changed to give terminally ill patients the right
to die with a doctor's help; 45% supported giving
patients with non-terminal illnesses the option of
euthanasia. (British Social Attitude Survey, 2007).

The Euthanasia Society of America (1938) followed
by the Hemlock Society, Exit,Voluntary Euthanasia
Legalization Society, and the Society for the Right to
Die, Inc. are advocating. The AMA even endorses
euthanasia.

Pro-euthanasia advocacy groups exist around the
world. Some countries, allow the publication of
instructions for do-it-yourself suicide!

When the patient brings about his or her own death
with the assistance of a physician, the term assisted
suicide is often used instead. Assisted suicide is legal in
Switzerland and in several states in the U.S.

Unlike physician-assisted suicide, withholding
or withdrawing life-sustaining treatments with patient
consent (voluntary) is almost unanimously considered,
at least in the United States, to be legal.

The use of pain medication to relieve suffering, even
if it hastens death, has been held as legal in several
court decisions.

Euthanasia debate

Pro-euthanasia activists often point to countries,
where euthanasia has been legalized, to argue that it is
mostly unproblematic. Arguments can be broken down
into a few main categories:

e Assisting a subject to die might be a better choice

than requiring that they continue to suffer;

e The distinction between passive euthanasia (often
permitted), and active euthanasia (not substantive)
is unstable or unsound; and

e Permitting euthanasia will not necessarily lead to
unacceptable consequences.

e People have an explicit right to die; when and
how they want to; human beings should be as free
as possible - and that unnecessary restraints on
human rights are a bad thing.

e Human beings are with the right to take and carry
out decisions about themselves, providing the
greater good of society doesn't prohibit this.

e The rights to privacy and freedom of belief include
a’ right to die; and the right to life includes the
right to die;

e The right to life is not a right simply to exist, but
a right to life with a minimum quality and value;

e Death is a private matter and if there is no harm
to others, the state and other people have no right
to interfere (a libertarian argument)
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It is possible to regulate euthanasia; difficult to
deal with people who want to  implement
euthanasia for selfish reasons or pressurize
vulnerable patients into dying.

Euthanasia may be necessary for the fair
distribution of health resources; Health resources
are being used on people who cannot be cured,
and who, for their own reasons, .would prefer not
to continue living. Allowing such people to commit
euthanasia would not only let them have what they
want, it would free valuable resources to treat
people who want to live.

However opponents of euthanasia say:

Against the will of God; every human being is the
creation of God; this imposes certain limits on us.
To kill oneself, or to get someone else to do it for
us, is to deny God, and to deny God’s rights over
our lives and his right to choose the length of our
lives and the way our lives end.

Suffering allows a person to be a good example
to others by showing how to behave when things
are bad.

We live many lives and the quality of each life is
set by the way we lived our previous lives.
Euthanasia weakens society’s respect for the
sanctity of life; -people think we shouldn’t kill
human beings; all human beings are to be valued,
irrespective of age, sex, race, religion, social status
or their potential for achievement.

There’s no way of properly regulating euthanasia

Allowing euthanasia will lead to less good care
for the terminally ill; it undermines the
commitment of doctors and nurses to saving lives;
and will discourage the search for new cures and
treatments for the terminally ill

Euthanasia may become a cost-effective way to
treat the terminally ill

Euthanasia gives too much power to doctors; In
most of these cases the decision will be taken not
by the doctor, but the patient only. The doctor
will provide information to the patient to help them
make their decision;

Doctors have been shown to take these decisions
improperly, defying the various guidelines already
existing.

Euthanasia exposes vulnerable people to pressure
to end their lives (Moral pressure on elderly
relatives by selfish families, to free up medical
resources)

e Patients who are abandoned by their families may

feel euthanasia is the only solution

e Not all deaths are painful; alternatives,

such as cessation of active treatment, combined
with the use of effective pain relief, are available;

e Voluntary euthanasia is the start of a slippery

slope that leads to involuntary euthanasia and
the killing of people who are thought
undesirable;

If we allow something relatively harmless today, we
may start a trend that results in  something currently
unthinkable becoming accepted. However, properly
drafted legislation can draw a firm barrier across the
slippery slope. 1f we change the law and accept voluntary
euthanasia, we will not be able to keep it under control.

Euthanasia would never be legalized without proper
regulation and control mechanisms in place .

Doctors may soon start killing people without
bothering with their permission. There is a huge
difference between killing people who ask for death
under appropriate circumstances, and killing people
without their permission . Health care costs will lead to
doctors killing patients to save money or free up beds:

Doctors who are cost-conscious and ‘practice
resource-conserving medicine’ are significantly more
likely to write a lethal prescription for terminally-ill
patients (1998), which suggests that medical costs do
influence doctors’ opinions in this area of medical ethics.

Allowing voluntary euthanasia makes it easier to
commit murder, since the perpetrators can disguise it as
active voluntary euthanasia. But the law is able to deal
with the possibility of self-defense or suicide being used
as disguises for murder. It will thus be able to deal with
this case equally well Euthanasia might not be in a
person’s best interests in a number of cases in which a
patient may ask for euthanasia, or feel obliged to ask
for it, when it isn’t in their best interest. It may occur
when,

a) diagnosis is wrong and the patient is not
terminally ill; or prognosis is wrong and the patient is
not going to die soon;

b) getting bad medical care and their suffering could
be relieved by other means, doctor is unaware of all the
non-fatal options;

c¢) request for euthanasia is actually a ‘cry for help’;
confused and unable to make sensible judgements;

d) has an unrealistic fear of the pain and suffering
that lies ahead; he feels that they are a worthless burden
on others;

e) the patient feels that their sickness is causing
unbearable anguish to their family; or under pressure
from other people to feel that they are a burden; or of
a shortage of resources to care for them;
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* Supporters of euthanasia agree that a well-designed
system for euthanasia will have to take all these points
into account and, if necessary, the system should
discriminate against the opinions of people who are
particularly vulnerable.

Physician sentiment

Some (16.3%) of physicians would consider halting
life-sustaining therapy because the family demanded it,
even if they believed that it was premature. A half
(45.8%) of them agreed that physician-assisted suicide
should be allowed in some cases. (USA-2010)

People in pain may come to us and speak, ‘“Please
take my life from me, for death is better to me than life
... Death is better to me than life ...”. When they do, let
us not assist them in their death, but care for
them, comfort them and communicate with them.
3 C’s)

Euthanasia: Religious points of view

Though generally against legalizing euthanasia,
Christians and the Jains thought passive euthanasia was
acceptable under some circumstances. Jains and Hindus
have the traditional rituals, wherein one fasts unto death.

Both Catholics and Jews oppose the practice, but
there are varying views among Protestants. The religion
of humanism is very much in favor of it, recognizing
an “individual’s right to die with dignity, euthanasia,
and the right to suicide”.

Euthanasia, like abortion, infanticide, suicide or
genocide, is intentional homicide or murder, and
therefore immoral. Killing, regardless of the request by
the one suffering, and regardless of the good motives
of the one doing the killing, is immoral.

We have a Biblical command to care for the aged
and not abandon them.

Spiritual care

Spiritual care may be important even for non-
religious people. Spiritual care should be interpreted in
a very wide sense, since patients and families facing
death often want to search for the meaning of their
lives in their own way.

e When palliative care is not enough

e Futile, extraordinary or burdensome medical

treatment that would include:

e experimental treatment - treatment where the
unpleasant side-effects are completely out of
proportion to any possible benefit

e futile treatment that doesn’t have any reasonable
chance of doing good - other than keeping the
patient from dying

e treatment that causes great suffering to the patient
- and makes their overall situation worse

e treatment that causes great suffering to those who
love the patient

Proper palliative care

e Legalizing euthanasia may reduce the availability
of palliative care

e Competent palliative care may well be enough to
prevent a person feeling any need to contemplate
euthanasia.

e Palliative care aims to enhance the quality of life
for the family as well as the patient.

e FEuthanasia is usually viewed from the viewpoint
of the person, who wants to die, but it affects
other people too, and their rights should be
considered and effective palliative care gives them
a chance to spend quality time together, with as
much distress removed as possible.

e Palliative care is physical, emotional and spiritual
care for a dying person when cure is not possible.
It includes compassion and support for family and
friends.

e WHO states that palliative care affirms life and
regards dying as a normal process; it neither
hastens nor postpones death; it provides relief from
pain and suffering; it integrates the psychological
and spiritual aspects of the patient.

Sanctity of life - every life has value and should be
prolonged because man has a soul and is made in the
image of God. Euthanasia, then, is a convenient way to
remove suffering.

We don’t need more “mercy killing” for those who
suffer; we need more “mercy-service” to help them
live with the pain.
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National Convention on ‘Save River Save Life’ — A Report
Tapas Das & Tapan K. Mishra

The National Convention on Save River Save Life — a
peoples’ initiative, was held at Gandhi Peace Foundation,
Mourigram, Howrah, West Bengal. The Convention was
presided over by eminent social worker Sri Samar Bagchi.
Sri Bagchi was the former director of Birla Technical
Museum and a frontline activist of NAPM (WB).

Stalwarts from the fields of environment and river
activism, geologist, river scientist, bio-diversity expert,
social workers, teachers and above all people linked to
rivers from the states of West Bengal, Bihar and
Jharkhand all attended the convention.

The main issue of the convention was to discuss the
necessity of formation of a “River Consensus” (Nodi
Istehar) in the present socio-economic-political-
environmental scenario of our country. Seven broad
issues (as mentioned later) were raised for discussion
and were mostly agreed upon. Some new issues were
proposed to be included in this consensus; (a)
Involvement and inclusion of the SAARC countries

towards addressing the issues of trans boundary rivers
and (b) re-drawing the river maps of India, re-
arrangement of the flood plains along with a proper
landscape management and ensuring re-settlement of
the people living in those flood plains. Most of the
speakers highlighted the necessity of unhindered flow
of the rivers, small and big, as the prime measure to
ensure existence of humankind and all other life forms.
It was agreed that the urban practice of polluting the
rivers must be expressly stopped to enable the whole
ecological web to function and thrive. Mostly spoken
topic was de-commissioning the faulty river plans of
the government and de-commissioning the large dams
in phases and in a manner which will acknowledge and
put into effect the traditional wisdom and modern
scientific knowledge. It was decided upon to pressurise
the government to accept the natural resources as the
mountains, rivers, water bodies, forests, as the right of
all the living forms and not to be used for ulterior
motives of certain profiteering companies, then only
the calamities can be managed and dignity of all living-
non living forms can be upheld. It was agreed that there
is no place of endless greed as far as our own existence
is concerned. It was further agreed upon the necessity
of a clear ‘river-policy’ of the government and towards
developing the habit of a public vigilance and express
political good-will so that the policy is being followed
to the point.

The scopes of further discussion were stressed upon
in a wider national, international level in formulation of
this consensus with inputs of all the stakeholders.
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The issues put-up for discussion were :

(1) We are all aware that the flow of life in India, its
nature and environment are all the gifts of the
Himalayas. We can never save the rivers and
environment of our country by causing damage to the
Himalayas. The rivers have their origin in the ice-caps
of the Himalayas and the forests all along it, but the
faulty development plans of the Himalayas is leading to
its speedy depletion and destroy all of the uncountable
springs, rivulets, streams and falls. We demand a long
term, sustainable development policy (Himalayan
Policy) looking towards the preservation of the natural
diversity and environment of the Himalayas.

(2) Unhindered flow of the rivers is the expressed
policy of the government, but quite contradicting to
this are the countrywide projects on river dams,
embankments, barrages etc. which are all leading to the
choking of the flow of the rivers- leading to their deaths.
We demand honest implementable policies for banning
and dismantling all projects that hinders the natural flow
of the rivers (‘aviram nodi’) and ensures the right of a
river to flow un-hindered. We further demand a re-
evaluation of the erstwhile projects and that the
committee for this should include representations from
all the stake-holder groups. The projects, which have
failed to deliver, should be de-commissioned and
dismantled on an emergency basis.

(3) More than just a flowing water body, rivers give
birth to, nourish and thrive a wide range of ecology and
organism chain in this living world. The human
civilisation is greatly indebted to rivers for the origin
and development of their cultural and economic identity.
We can only repay this debt by ensuring that none of
our wastes of civilisation is discharged into the rivers
(zero-discharge).

(4) We have to develop all the villages in our country
into such that they are all independent in their

water use.

(5) For thousands of years, the fishermen folk lived
in happy co-existence with the dolphins in the parts of
The Ganga, in the Bhagalpur district of Bihar. The policy
of the government in declaring it into a dolphin
sanctuary (Vikramshila Dolphin Sanctuary) and banning
fishing has dealt a severe blow to the livelihood of
thousands of those fishermen family. We demand
reinstatement of the rights of the fishermen to their
profession.

(6) We demand reinstatement of the natural flow of
all the rivers of the state. There are 54 inter-boundary
rivers flowing within India and Bangladesh. Joint
commission of these rivers is to be developed towards
ensuring the interest of the innumerable people living
along the course of these rivers.

(7) The Sundarbans, abode of an intricate network
of streams, canals and rivers, home to the worlds unique
forest of mangroves and the great Royal Bengal Tiger
is to be preserved not only as a tourist reserve but also
for the greatly diverse population of nearly 10 lakhs in
the 19 blocks, solely dependent on the produce of the
forest and the network of water bodies and canals, their
diverse cultural and unique professional resource. The
flow of life is to be preserved in its totality.

Further Amendments :

e The reasons as to why the occurrences of flood
has lessened in the areas of Bhagabanpur, Pataspur,
Moina are to be analysed and the knowledge to
be put into effect

e To ensure the flow of the big rivers, the importance
of the small rivers, streams etc. are to be properly
acknowledged and deforestation and soil erosion
must be checked all along the course and active
policy must be taken towards this direction

e To completely ban dangerous and devastating
program of ‘river connectivity’

e To set up clear policy for a balanced use of sub-
soil water and make ways for necessary recharge
of the underground water level

e To work towards developing a society that is
capable enough to manage the effects of flood
and other calamities rather than succumbing to
the faulty ideas of such disasters

e To acknowledge and promote the ‘guardianship
of all forms of water bodies and the forests of the
people living on and with these natural identities
as a fundamental right

SOME SUGGESTIONS :

In the river catchment areas plantation of exotic
species exposes soil to different types of erosions. Deep
in the forests, India has experienced massive plantations
of exotics like Eucalyptus sp (pottas),Cryptomeria
Jjaponica (dhupi), Prosopis Juliflora (jangaljalebi) and
planting teak in sal dominated forest areas has made
the forest ecologically fragile. A nationwide campaign
against various mismanagement of our forests is to be
planned.
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Erosion of natural ecosystems by human being in
the name of development has caused serious damage to
the rivers. Many streams are meeting their death in the
mining areas due to lack of proper management
measures. Historical satellite data can prove these
misdeeds. During the process of making mining plan,
commitment to save these prime water bodies from such
anthropogenic activities are emphatically made.Even
Public Sector undertakings in Central India are
responsible for such damages to our natural ecosystems
causing severe damage to livelihood of indigenous
people. Action to be taken- A National programme to
keep vigil on small streams draining water to rivers is
to be taken especially in the mining areas.

In various parts of the country indigenous people
are being denied of their rights on natural resources in
the name of making islands of conservation like ‘Reserve
Forests’, ‘Aquatic Reserves’. Though there are some
acts and rules in our country to protect livelihood of
people depending on various natural ecosystems,
instances of breaking these rules are plenty. Action to
be taken- Act and rules like FRA, JFM etc. are to be
strictly abided by.

Micro-water shade management supposed to be a
better ecological alternative to

‘River Linking’ unless it is urgently felt.

Action to be taken- Debates on such an issue is to
be initiated in all possible levels.
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“There was a woman at Alexandria named Hypatia,
daughter of the philosopher Theon, who made such
attainments in literature of her own time.”— Socrates
Scholasticus
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“And in those days there appeared in Alexandria a
female philosopher, a pagan named Hypatia, and she
was devoted at all times to magic, astrolabes and
instruments of music, and she beguiled many people
through satanic wiles. And the governor of the city
[Orestes] honoured her exceedingly; for she had beguiled
him through her magic.”
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“and they burned her body with fire. And all the
people surrounded the patriarch Cyril and named him
‘the new Theophilus’; for he had destroyed the last
remains of idolatry in the city.:
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Citizens’ Statement on Police Violence Against Sterlite
Protestors in Thoothukudi

Police violence in Thoothukudi has left several people
dead and many more injured. Not only was this tragedy
totally avoidable, it appears that the Police have even
given hot pursuit and shot at women and others in fishing
hamlets like Theresepuram. The sheer brutality of the
police action reminds one of the manner in which the
Jallikattu protests were dealt with.

The Government of Tamil Nadu, Union Ministry of
Environment, Forests and Climate Change, the Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board and the Thoothukudi
District Administration are squarely responsible for
allowing the situation to get to this unfortunate state by
allowing Vedanta Sterlite to violate environmental and
land use planning laws with impunity for over two
decades.

The people who died are just ordinary people who
have been forced to take to the streets, and march to the
Collectorate to demand action from an administration
that has systematically and for decades failed to enforce
the law on Sterlite. The District Collector, the
chairperson and member secretary of Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board, the Secretaries holding the
environment portfolios in the central and state
governments, the ministers of environment at the state
and centre, and the chief minister of Tamil Nadu need
to account for their inaction in the face of overwhelming
evidence of illegalities, environmental harm and damage
to public health.

This is not the first time that Sterlite’s pollution and
the impunity it enjoys has been the cause of public
anger in Thoothukudi. In 2013, the Supreme Court of
India curiously found the company guilty of
misrepresentation, unlicensed operation and polluting
the environment, but allowed the company to operate
after paying a small fine as it felt India needed the
copper.

The company failed to reform its ways even after
this narrow judicial escape. The regulators - TNPCB
and Ministry of Environment and Forests - too continued
their cosy relationship with Sterlite ignoring blatant
violations of statutory conditions and clear indications
of pollution. It is a known fact that the state and central
governments have allowed Sterlite to operate with lower-
than-required chimney stacks, thereby exposing lakhs
of residents to higher levels of toxic pollutants.

It has ignored the tentative findings of a government
medical college’s health study that reported higher
incidence of certain health problems among the villagers
living around the factory.

Let us not forget that for the second time in two
months more than a lakh residents of this coastal town
have taken to the streets with one clear demand:
Immediate and Complete Shutdown of Sterlite. The state
government and the district administration should also
be blamed for failing to appreciate the depth of
resentment among the people of Thoothukudi to
Sterlite’s illegal and polluting operations and the betrayal
by the State of its people.

The Government of Tamil Nadu has lost its moral
right to govern, and should at the very least ensure that
the senior ministers who failed to read the signs properly
and take preventive action resign. But before anything
else, the Government of Tamil Nadu should have the
decency to declare an end to the toxic terrorism
unleashed by Sterlite and permanently close down the
polluting unit.

Signed:

Henri Tiphagne, Advocate & National Working
Secretary, Human Rights Defenders’ Alert - India (
HRDA), Executive Director, People’s Watch

Justice D Hariparanthaman (Retd.)

MG Devasahayam, IAS (Retd.)

Vetri Maaran, Filmmaker

Charu Govindan, Voices of People

Dr. VVasanthi Devi, Former Vice-Chancellor,
Manormanium Sundaranar University

Chandra Mohan, Arappor lyakkam

G Sundarrajan, Poovulagin Nanbargal

Nityanand Jayaraman, Writer and Social Activist

V. Geetha, Writer and Publisher, Chennai

Prema Revathi, Writer, Publisher and Actor, Chennai

Piyush Manush, Salem Citizen’s Forum

A Mangai, Professor

VArasu, Professor

R Rathindran Prasad, Filmmaker

Divya Bharathi, Filmmaker

Sofia Ashraf, Writer and Rapper

Kavitha Muralidharan, Journalist, Chennai

Sujata Mody, President, Penn Thozhilalargal Sangam

M. Subbu, Tamil Maanila Kattida Thozhilalar
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Sangam (TMKTS)

Dr. Rakhal Gaitonde, Public Health Researcher

Swarna Rajagopalan, Gender Equality Activist

Nadika Nadja, Writer, Chennai

L Ramakrishnan, Queer & Women’s Rights activist

Ashley Tellis, LGBT activist

Srijith Sundaram, Theatre practitioner, Kattiyakkari

Amirtharaj Stephen, Photographers for Environment
& Peace collective

Anushka Meenakshi, Filmmaker

Iswar Srikumar, Filmmaker

Archanaa Seker, Writer and Activist

Satyarupa Shekhar, Social Activist

Om Prakash Singh, Social Activist

Bharat Nayak, Founding Member & Editorial
Director, The Logical Indian

Shweta Narayan, Environmental Researcher and
Activist

Dharmesh Shah, Environmental Activist & Public
Policy Researcher

Pooja Kumar, Chennai Solidarity Group

K Saravanan, Fisherman

Aiswarya Rao, Public Health and Disability Rights
Activist

Balaji Sampath, Activist and Educator

Kaber Vasuki, Writer and Musician

Shravan Krishnan, Animals Rights Activist

Sudha Ramamurthy, Persons with Disabilities Rights
Activist

Subathra, Arappor lyakkam

AR Dileep Srinivasan, The New Face of Society

Kavitha Rajendran, Coordinator - People’s Platform
Against Fascism

Ram Vaitheeswaran, Filmmaker

Mythri Prasad, Associate Fellow, Institute for Human
Development

Sudipto Mondal, Journalist, Bangalore

Suseela Anand , Advocate

Sandeep K, Cinematographer

Elangovan kulandaivelu, COO, Zinnea

Gurumoorthy M, AID India Bangalore Chapter and
Entrepreneur

Rajkumar Sivasamy, Bangalore

Steevez Rodriguez, Photographer

Venkatachandrika R., IT Engineer

Rahul Muralidharan, Researcher, Chennai

T Venkat, Independent Journalist, Chennai

Annapoorni Devaraja, Classical Dancer

Lakshmi Premkumar, Activist, Delhi,

Delfina Kanchana Sundar, Independent Researcher,
Chennai

Namithaa Jayasankar, Queer Femme Activist

Samyuktha PC, Chennai, Theatre Director

Satwik Gade, Illustrator
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Trade Uuions Meet to Counter Trade and Investment
Liberalisation

MEDIA RELEASE : 20 April 2018

Bengaluru: Trade Unions representing workers in
Information Technology (IT), Steel, Health-care, Water,
Coal, Automotive, Transport, Banking and Insurance
met in Bengaluru from 17-18 April for a National
Workshop on ‘Trade and Investment Liberalisation:
Impacts on Workers in India’. The workshop was
organised by the Forum against FTAs, Public Services
International (PSI), Third World Network (TWN) and
Transnational Institute (TNI).

The workshop focussed on how India’s engagement
with Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) has undermined
not just national development and sovereignty but also
the creation of decent jobs and provision of quality
public services. The opening panel (which included
Vijay Bhaskar of All India Trade Union Congress
(AITUC), KN Umesh of Centre of Indian Trade Unions
(CITU), Sanjyot Vadhavkar of Hind Mazdoor Sabha
(HMS), and S Q Zama of the Indian National Trade
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Union Congress (INTUC) along with senior journalist
TK Rajalakshmi from Frontline) discussed the impacts
of deregulation and privatisation of the Indian economy
on workers. Heightened competition has resulted in job
losses, contractualisation and a downward spiral of
wages. New proposals from the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) such as Fixed Term Employment (FTE)
are part of the regressive agenda to dilute labour rights
and decent work under the ‘ease of doing business’
framework.

Prof. Biswajit Dhar, from Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU) analysed the trajectory of global trade
from the creation of the World Trade Organisation
(WTO), proliferation of Free Trade Agreements (FTAs)
and to the current challenge of mega FTAs. He explained
that with global inequality at record levels, rising
joblessness and the GDP to wage gap widening,
neoliberal policies are facing a crisis of legitimacy.
“Despite the popular backlash against austerity and
mega-FTAs as we have seen in Europe, and mounting
evidence that the benefits of neoliberalism have accrued
to the elite, the Asia Pacific region remains the hub of
global trade,” said Dhar. Based on his research Dhar
provided evidence to show that in virtually all of India’s
FTAs, except with Singapore, India is facing a negative
trade balance, i.e imports are increasing while exports
are stagnating. For example the trade deficit with China
increased from 1.5 USS$ billion in 2004 to a whopping
53 USS$ billion by 2017. In that context he argued that
it does not make economic sense for India to be part of
the mega FTA, RCEP (Regional Cooperation Economic
Partnership) with China and 14 other countries. He
underlined that the current trade architecture, by
imposing binding commitments on India has resulted in
a substantive loss of policy space, thereby undermining
the possibility of an industrial policy that can address
the jobs crisis and foster broad based national
development.

Prof Satyaki Roy, from the Institute for Studies in
Industrial Development (ISID) spoke of the fallacy of
integration into the global economy through Global
Value Chains (GVCs). GVCs are now the dominant
framework in global production processes with some
80% of global trade being organised through these
complex disaggregated networks. ‘India’s integration
into GVCs at lower levels of production has undermined
sustainable industrialisation. The result is a dependence
on imports for domestic production in most sectors and
a huge trade deficit. As industries are unsustainable,
possibilities of decent work are undermined”, said Roy.

Public services are projected to be multi trillion dollar
industries and emerging and lower-income countries are

expected to drive this explosive growth. What this means
is that developing countries, including India are the
target of Transnational Corporations (TNCs) in these
sectors. The privatisation of public services is a
necessary step to create markets in sectors such as water,
healthcare and waste management. But this process is
not without contestation, as unions and social
movements oppose privatisation and demand strict
regulation of private providers. In these contestations,
FTAs are a tool for TNCs to rig the game in their
favour and impose the primacy of the free market logic
on governments, lock-in privatisation and undermine
popular demands to legislate and reverse privatisation.

As the corporate sector gains dominance in
healthcare provision, profits are soaring. At the same
time, there is a race to the bottom in terms of working
conditions, wages and quality of services, with patients
facing unethical practices and escalating costs. However,
unions are able to fight back. The recent success of the
struggle of nurses representing the United Nurses
Association (UNA) at the Maharaja Angoran Hospital
in Delhi was welcomed by the workshop (http://
www.world-psi.org/en/striking-nurses-win-delhi-india).

The new arena for corporate profiteering: the digital
economy where digital monopolies are aiming to block
future avenues for regulation as well as have a free
hand over big data was discussed. Precarious labour is
disguised as flexible labour in what is called the ‘gig’
economy. As data and algorithms gain a central role in
the IT sector, workers get alienated from the production
process in the industry. The resultant de-skilling of the
workforce further contributes to the existing trend of
decreasing share of wages in GDP, thus furthering
inequality.

As FTAs entrench a legal framework of rights for
foreign investors, they are also setting up pro corporate
judicial mechanisms through the secretive international
arbitration courts called the Investor State Dispute
Settlement (ISDS) mechanism. As TNCs promote a
system where only they can raise claims against
governments, progressive governments and people’s
movements are demanding a system in the United
Nations (UN) where TNCs are held accountable for
human rights violations, including along their value
chains. A draft of the UN binding treaty on TNCs and
Human Rights will be presented at the UN Human
Rights Council in October 2018.The workshop also
explored the possibilities for the ILO’s tripartite
mechanism to be used to raise claims against
corporations for trade related impacts on workers.

The workshop concluded that the free trade agenda
is driven by TNCs and their lobbies and the push for
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‘new generation’” FTAs represent the era of deep
liberalisation. They will effectively close democratic
policy spaces that are required by Governments to
promote, respect, protect and fulfil human rights and
provide quality public services and goods essential for
a life in dignity. In the concluding strategy sessions, the
unions decided to take forward various plans including
conducting regional meetings across the country and
also collaborate with progressive unions in the Asia
Pacific region to create an Asia wide network of Trade
Unions for Trade Justice. A meeting to begin this process
will be held in Singapore in May 2018 at the sidelines
of the upcoming RCEP Trade Negotiations Round.
Unions that participated in the workshop include
All India Trade Union Congress (AITUC), Centre of
Indian Trade Unions (CITU), Hind Mazdoor Sabha
(HMS), Indian National Trade Union Congress
(INTUC), Steel, Metal and Engineering Workers
Federation of India (SMEFI), Steel Workers Federation

of India (SWFI), Chemical Mazdoor Panchayat (CMP),
Working Peoples Trade Union Council (WPTUC),
Volvo Workers Union, Bangalore, Nagpur Municipal
Corporation Employees (NMCE), United Nurses
Association (UNA), Mumbai Mahanagar Karmachari
Mahasangh (MMKM), Forum for Information
Technology Employees (FITE), Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu, National Organisation of Government Employees
(NOGE), All India National Life Insurance Employees
Federation (AINLIEF) and Delhi Transport Corporation
Employees Congress (DTCEC).

Groups such as All India people’s Forum (AIPF),
Industrial global union, Center for Financial
Accountability (CFA), Doctors Association for Social
Equality - Tamil Nadu, IT for Change, and Bharath Gyan
Vigyan Samithi (BGVS), Karnataka also participated.
For more information contact:

Susana Barria, Public Services International (PSI).
9958812915. susana.barria@world-psi.org

Joint Statement condemning arrest of activists and public
intellectuals

We, the undersigned, are shocked by the serial raids
across the country on the homes of activists and public
intellectuals who are critical of the government and the
ruling party at the Centre. The arrests of prominent
activists and intellectuals Sudha Bharadwaj, Vernon
Gonsalves, Gautam Navlakha, Varavara Rao, Arun
Ferreira, Kranthi Tekula and others, are nothing but an
attempt by the government to strike terror among those
who are fighting for justice for the marginalised. This
is also an attempt by the BJP to invent a false enemy
and engage in scaremongering in order to polarise the
2019 elections in its favour. Already, the government
and the media houses close to the BJP have been trying
to spin a false narrative of a Maoist conspiracy since
June, 2018. Terms like “urban naxals” are invented in
order to stifle any criticism of the government. We have
learnt that the Delhi Police, after having arrested Sudha
Bharadwaj, waited for Republic TV to arrive before
taking her to the court. This simply shows that the arrests
are incomplete without the accompanying sensationalist
media propaganda to demonise activists, human rights
defenders and intellectuals.

The so-called raids carried out on the houses of these
activists are aimed at creating a spectacle, as the writings
and views of these intellectuals are already publicly
known and are well documented. This seems like a
conspiracy to divert attention from the gravity of the
Sanatan Sanstha conspiracy to carry out serial bomb
attacks on Eid and Ganesh Chaturthi! The same Sanatan

Sanstha was also involved in the murder of Gauri
Lankesh, as per the ongoing investigations by Karnataka
police. Today’s arrests have been carried out in order
to give cover to the murderers of Gauri Lankesh. People
like Sudha Bharadwaj, Gautam Navlakha and others
who have been arrested are friends of the people who
have dedicated their entire lives to the betterment of the
Indian public. By arresting them, the BJP is only
exposing its insecurities and its intolerance to any dissent
or criticism of its policies.

The arrests should be seen in continuation with the
recent attacks on pro-justice voices such as Swami
Agnivesh, Umar Khalid and many other student activists
from Delhi to Lucknow. A BJP lawmaker from
Karnataka even advocated the murder of “intellectuals.”
Both the arrests and the physical attacks on justice loving
people must be seen in a series of attempts to stifle
dissent and deny social justice.

We demand immediate release of the arrested
individuals, dropping of all false and malicious charges,
as these arrests are politically motivated and unjustified.

[Shehla Rashid Shora, former Vice-President, JNU
Students’ Union, Mohit Pandey, former President, JNU
Students’ Union.; Paranjoy Guha Thakurta, Author,
Journalist, Publisher. ; Neha Dixit, Journalist.; Jignesh
Mevani, MLA Vadgam, Gujarat.; Sanam Sutirath Wazir,
Human Rights Activist; Nakul Singh Sawhney,
Documentary Filmmaker; Teesta Setalvad, Journalist and
Social Activist; Harish Iyer, Equal Rights Activist;
Swami Agnivesh, Arya Samaj, Social Activist.]
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Solidarity to the Students Movement in Bangladesh

Over the past week or so schoolchildren and university
students in Bangladesh have been demanding road
safety, rule of law and justice. It has been reported that
in the presence of the police, members of the student
and youth wings of the ruling Awami League, the
Bangladesh Chattra League and Jubo League, have been
attacking unarmed young protesters, as well as
journalists and photographers. It is also reported that
several hundred protesters are being arbitrarily detained
and subjected to police remand, including a pregnant
woman. Freedoms of expression association and
assembly are being unlawfully and arbitrarily
suppressed.

In the late evening of Sunday 5 August 2018,
internationally and nationally renowned photographer,
academic and human rights activist, Shahidul Alam,
was unlawfully abducted from his home, allegedly by
law enforcement personnel, and without an arrest
warrant. Yesterday, he was produced before the Dhaka
Additional Chief Metropolitan Magistrate’s Court, where
the Detective Branch of Police submitted a prayer for
ten days’ remand. The Chief Metropolitan Magistrate,
Asaduzzaman Noor, has granted seven days’ remand in
a case filed against him under Section 57 of the
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) Act
2006 (amended in 2009 & 2013). As he was being
carried into the court room, he is reported to have said
to journalists present, “I was hit. They washed my blood-
stained clothes and then made me wear them again”.

He is also reported to have said: ‘I was not given access
to any lawyer during detention’ His alleged crime was
taking photographs of the brutal attacks on peacefully
protesting students and exercising his freedom of opinion
in an interview to an international television channel.

It has been further reported widely in the media that
numerous innocent students are being subjected to
torture in police custody and remand as well as various
forms of harassment and intimidation whereas those
allegedly responsible for imposing violence upon a non-
political and peaceful movement of the young students
are enjoying impunity.

We the undersigned strongly condemn such
repression by the government, including arbitrary police
remand under the repressive ICT Act against him. We
demand that the Government investigate allegations of
unlawful arrest and torture and immediately and
unconditionally facilitate Shahidul Alam’s release and
punish those responsible for his alleged abduction and
torture. If anything he has done is considered against
the law charges could be brought in the due process,
but nothing justifies unlawful abduction, arbitrary
remand and especially unconstitutional torture in
custody. We also demand that the government stop
repression of students, academics, journalists and human
rights activists immediately, release all who have been
arbitrarily detained and take every step to ensure road
safety, freedom of speech, freedom of movement and
freedom of association for all, without discrimination.

Dr Hameeda Hossain Email: singalipandodo@gmail.com, Human Rights Defender

Bashirul Haq <bha_arch@yahoo.com>, Architect
Dr Zafrullah Chowdhury Email: zaf.chowdhury@gmail.com, Physician and Health Rights Activist

Shaheen Anam Email: shaheenlanam@yahoo.com, Human Rights Defender

Barrister Raja Devashish Roy, Lawyer, <droywangza@gmail.com>
Dr Iftekhar Zaman <edtib@ti-bangladesh.org>, Executive Director, Transparency International Bangladesh
Dr. Badiul Alam Majumdar Email: badiulm@gmail.com, Secretary, SHUJON
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BRAC University

M Hafizuddin Khan Email:_m.hafizuddin.khan @gmail.com, Chairperson, SHUJON
Mahfuz Ullah Email: mahfuz.1950 @gmail.com, Media Professional, writer, researcher & environmentalist
Barrister Manzoor Hasan OBE <mhasan56 @yahoo.com>, Executive Director, Centre for Peace and Justice,

11. Dr Chowdhury Abrar crabrar@gmail.com, Professor, Department of International Relations, University of

Dhaka

12. Lubna Marium <kanchendzonga@ gmail.com>, Artistic Director, Shadhona 13. Professor Dr Naila Z. Khan
naila.z.khan @gmail.com, Paediatrician 14.Robaet Ferdous robaet.ferdous @gmail.com, Academic, University

of Dhaka

15. Dr. Shahnaz Huda, shahnazhuda@yahoo.com, Professor of Law, University of Dhaka
16. Dr. Ali Riaz, ariaz@ilstu.edu, Professor of Political Science, Illinois State University, USA
17. Dr. Amena Mohsin, amenanabeel @gmail.com, Professor, Department of International Relations, University

of Dhaka

18. Dr Anu Muhammad, anubd10@gmail.com, Professor, Department of Economics, Jahangimagar University,
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Khushi Kabir, kabirkhushi210@gmail.com, Coordinator, Nijera Kori

Professor Dr Perween Hasan, perweenhasan @gmail.com, Vice-Chancellor, Central Women’s University
Dr Firdous Azim, azim.firdous02 @gmail.com, Professor, Department of English, BRAC University
Farida Akhter, kachuripana@gmail.com, Executive Director, UBINIG (Policy Research for Development
Alternative)

Dr Elora Halim Chowdhury, Professors Chair, Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies Department, University
of Massachusetts, USA

Sheepa Hafiza, Human Rights Deferfder, Ain O Shalish Kendra

Md. Nur Khan liton61 @yahoo.co.uk, Human Rights Activist

Adilur Rahman Khan, Advocate, Supreme Court of Bangladesh, Email: adilkhan.rahman @ gmail.com
Dr Asif Nazrul, <asifnazrul @ gmail.com>, Professor, Department of Law, University of Dhaka

Syeda Rizwana Hasan, <rizwanal968 @ gmail.com>, Advocate, Supreme Court of Bangladesh

Dr. Sumaiya Khair, <skhair@ gmail.com>, Professor, Department of Law, University of Dhaka

Rina Roy, rinaroyi 959 @ gmail.com>, Rights Activist

Dr. Shapan Adnan, <amsal27@gmail.com>, Economist

Dr Azfar Hussain, <azfarhussainl @ gmail.com>, Associate Professor, Liberal Studies/Interdisciplinary Studies,
Grand Valley State University, Michigan, USA

ASM Nasiruddin Elan, asm.elan66 @ gmail.com, Human Rights Defender

Arup Rahee, <aruprahee @ gmail.com>, Singer, Lyricist and Cultural Activist

Hana Shams Ahmed, Email: hana.s.ahmed @gmail.com, PhD Student, York University, Canada
Leesa Gazi, leesaqgazi @gmail.com, Cultural Activist and Theatre Practitioner

Ashraf Kaiser, ashraf @tbwabenchmark.com, Journalist

Anusheh Anadil, anusheh.anadil @gmail.com, Musician and Cultural Activist

Delwar Hussain, <delwar_h@hotmail.com>, Researcher, UK

Ilira Dewan, <ilira.dewan@ gmail.com>, Indigenous People’s Rights Activist

Maheen Sultan, <sulthug@bol-online.com>, Women’s Rights Activist

Dina Siddiqi, <dmsiddiqi @ gmail.com>, Academic

Tarek Omar Chowdhury, otc1960 @ gmail.com, Writer

Mirza Taslima Sultana, shouptikpgmail.com, Academic

Zakir Hossain, zhossain @agni.com, Coordinator, Nagorik Uddyog

Ziaur Rahman, ziaiitm @ gmail.com, Lawyer

Nasrin Siraj Annie, nasrinsirai @yahoo.com, PhD Student and Filmmaker

Syed Sultan Uddin Ahmed, ssultanua@yahoo.com, Bangladesh Institute of Labour Studies

Dr. Tasnim Azim, azim.tasnim @ gmail.com, Immunologist and Health Rights Activist

Dr M Muzaherul Hug, <muzahenjl@hotmail.com>, Professor of Forensic Medicine

Dr Seuty Sabur, <seutysabur@gmail.com>, Academic, BRAC University

Wasfia Nazreen, wasfia.nazreen @ gmail.com, Mountaineer

Lamiya Morshed, <lamiya.morshed1 @gmail.com>, Social Activist

Dina Hossain, <dinahossainl @ gmail.com>, Filmmaker

Cynthia Farid, <cynthiafarid @gmail.com>, Advocate, Supreme Court

Tasaffy Hossain, <tasaffy @ gmail.com>, Rights Activist

MasudKhan, <masud @legalcirclebd.com>, Lawyer, The Legal Circle

Muktasree Chakma, <junanjuni @gmail.com>, Women’s Rights Activist

Tasmiah Afrin Mou, Filmmaker

Dr Elora Shehabuddin, Associate Professor of Humanities and Political Science, Rice University, Texas, USA
Rashad Al, Resident Senior Fellow Institute for Strategic Dialogue, UK <Ra@ISDglobal.org>
Enamul Hogue, Photographer / Filmmaker / Artist, UK, E-mail:_info@enamul.co.uk

Shahadat Hossain, <shahadat.docu@ gmail.com>, Filmmaker

Khandaker Sumon, k.m.sumon @ gmail.com, Filmmaker

Sohini Alam, sohinialam @yahoo.com, Musician

Manjida Ahamed, <manjida.ahamed @ gmail.com>, PhD Student, Middlesex University, London

Ali Ahmed Ziauddin, aliahmedziauddin @ gmail.com, Freedom Fighter and Writer

Rezaur Rahman Lenin, rezalawreview @ gmail.com, Human Rights Defender

Shireen P Huq, shireenhuq@gmail.com, Women’s Rights Activist
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